
   

  

   

“Jesus has been good to me,” Steve begins, choking up on those six words alone. 

The reality of that gratitude-inspired statement is too much for him. Firsthand, he 

has tasted and seen that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8), and his face shines with 

the joy of that knowing. 

 

Steve came to Good News carrying more than one kind of baggage–heavier than 

his bag of belongings was the wear and tear of regret and hopelessness. 

 

“I thought it was too late,” Steve recalls. 

 

He grew up on the west side of Indianapolis. His mother was a godly woman who 

raised eight children alone, but Steve’s choices ultimately brought grief to the 

people he was closest to. Drinking and drugs led to the loss of his family, children, 

and grandchildren. He spent 20 years incarcerated and then moved into an 

apartment with a girlfriend not far from Good News. Though he had a roof over his 

head, he was entrenched in addiction to drugs and alcohol. 

 

He didn’t know then what he now knows: “It’s never too late.” 

 

Weary of the kind of life he was living, Steve finally packed his things and left. He 
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spotted the signs at Good News for the Men’s Shelter entrance and found his way 

down the alley and into the Mission. He told the front desk man that he didn’t know 

much about this place, but he was looking for help. 

 

“Bed 65,” Steve grins, remembering the bed assigned to him that first night. 

Coming here was the genesis of a kind of spiritual rest that he could not imagine. 

For two years and two months, Steve remained.  

 

Steve calls his walk with Jesus a journey, and he can point to various ebenezers of 

God’s grace along this road. The counseling, accountability, and love of the staff at 

the Mission have had a tremendous effect on his life. “They put me together,” 

Steve explains. “It all started with this place and the church.” 

 

After making the decision to follow Christ, Steve was baptized. “I’m just a plain 

sinner,” Steve says. But he can testify to the good God brings from a life 

surrendered to Him: “Turn it over to Him and your whole life will change.” 

 

Today Steve works for a stainless steel fabrication company and is thinking about 

retiring in a few years when he turns sixty-seven. While reading the Bible, Steve 

realized that God has called us to “bear one another’s burdens,” a command which 

led him to put in a good word with his boss for four other men from our shelter. He 

was able to help them gain stable jobs, and he didn’t stop short there. He also 

helps them get to and from work, all of them piling into his 2000 Chevy Tahoe 

every day. Steve attends Colonial Hills Baptist Church, drawn in by the warmth and 

welcome of other believers there. God is even redeeming the severed relationships 

between him and his family members, and Steve is excited to have a home to 

invite them into–because his monumental news is that he moved into his own 

apartment on January 28th!  

 

While the journey to transformation has been anything but easy for Steve, he 

considers it priceless: “I wouldn’t trade it for nothing in the world.”  

  

  



 

  

 

A New Heart 

 

Far from any paved thoroughfare, down a long, straight gravel road in the woods 

are the property boundaries of our Boys Home Academy. True to its name, it’s a 

haven where ten teenage boys are living today, experiencing some of the most 

formative years of their lives. Our hope and prayer are that the time we are given 

with them will impart to them an eternal worldview, a love for God and His Word, 

and wisdom that will enable them to break free of sin strongholds in their lives and 

be conformed to the image of Christ. 

 

One of these boys is Taj. If he could do anything he’s never done before, Taj would 

go skydiving. He loves to be outside. He enjoys sports. And when he finishes high 

school, Taj wants to become an athletic trainer. 



 

Last year in August, leaving behind a life with his aunt in Georgia, fifteen-year-old 

Taj hopped on a plane with a one-way ticket to Indiana. Taj had lived with his aunt 

since he was seven years old, the age at which he last saw his parents. Now a 

sophomore in high school, Taj was struggling with disobedience and disrespect for 

authority to the point that his aunt decided to seek help. She brought him to the 

Boys Home Academy. 

 

You may remember Taj; we introduced him back in October’s E-Newsletter. 

Leading up to the start of our 2022-2023 school year, he was at the top of our 

waiting list. The day before we picked up our ten Academy students, a cancellation 

occurred, allowing Taj to fill that empty space. In the newsletter, we asked for 

prayer that God might open his eyes to his need for salvation. Taj had been 

listening attentively to spiritual conversations, but he had not yet expressed 

personal concern for his spiritual condition. 

 

But now that has changed. In fact, everything about Taj has changed. He has been 

born again. 

“I came here and there was a lot of talk about the Bible,” Taj explained. “And I 

started asking questions and learning more about it.” 

 

Around Christmas, on a Sunday morning at the church our Boys Home staff and 

students attend, the pastor asked if anyone were unsaved. Convicted of his need 

for a Savior, Taj raised his hand. After the service, he spoke with the pastor and 

took the most crucial step in his life. That morning, Taj put his faith in Christ to save 

him.  

 

“In the past, I used to think [God] was not real. Now I understand that He was real, 

and He did die on the cross to save us,” Taj said. Growing up, he had been in 

church a couple of times, but he knew only what others said about God. Now, as 

he reads the Bible, Taj is gaining an accurate understanding of who God is. 



 

 

He explained, “It’s important to have a relationship with other people, but it’s 

important to have a relationship with God, too, because He’s the One who can help 

you the most out of anybody. If you have a problem and nobody wants to listen, 

just pray.”  

 

Taj expressed that he has seen a change in his own heart since his salvation. “It’s 

made me stop and think more about my decisions. I haven’t acted on impulse, 

stopping and thinking. I’ve been showing more self-control most of the time.” He 

said some of the Boys Home staff have pointed out ways that his behavior has 

changed as well–ways he hadn’t even noticed himself.  

 

 

 

 

 

"I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you; 

I will take the heart of stone 

out of your flesh and give you 

a heart of flesh. 

I will put My Spirit within you 

and cause you to walk in My statutes, 

and you will keep My judgments and 

do them." 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 
 

 



  

 

Off-the-Court Victory 

 

Spanning generations, universally, excessively–kids love to play ball. The game 

may vary, but the draw of sports is unanimous, like a moth to flame. At our Youth 

Center, we focus time and resources into various sports programs, our basketball 

program most of all. We have seen this program effectively draw in kids, both 

current attendees of the Youth Center and boys who have never come, providing a 

way for them to channel energy and time into something that has the potential to 

grow them physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. 

 

Although this basketball season has had challenges like any other, it has also been 

one of the most uplifting. The Good News Defenders have roughly 30 players, 

making it the largest our team has ever been. God has provided more teams to 

play than we have room for in our schedule. Practices, bus rides, and games have 



 

given ample opportunities for conversations and relationship-building. The season 

is nearing its end, but we’re praying that the fruit of this outreach is only beginning. 

 

Through the basketball program this year, our coaches have been able to give the 

Gospel to many of the boys, and we praise the Lord that His Word has been sown! 

Not only that, but we’ve also seen several teenage boys make professions of faith 

as a result of those conversations. 

 

One of them was Ty’Rice. Seventeen years old, Ty’Rice began attending the Youth 

Center recently with his siblings. He is from Lansing, Michigan, but his mom moved 

their family to Indianapolis in 2019. His choice sport is football, but he has 

appreciated playing basketball this year because it helps him stay in shape. 

 

About a month ago when Ty’Rice came to church with his brothers and sisters, one 

of our staff was able to take him aside and share the Gospel with him. Afterwards, 

Ty’Rice bowed his head and asked Jesus to save him.  

 



  

 

  

 

 

YOU'RE INVITED! 

 



  

 

 

 

The 73rd birthday of Good News Ministries is on 

Thursday, February 23rd, and we are inviting you to celebrate with 

us at our Birthday Open House! 

From 2-6pm, come tour our campus, meet our staff, enjoy cake and 

punch and see exactly how your support is providing hope! 

  

 

  

Location: 2716 E. Washington St. Indianapolis, IN 46201 

Parking: available behind Men’s Shelter 



 

*Optional* birthday gift ideas: grits, butter/margarine, cream of wheat, pancake 

syrup/mix, deodorant  

 

 

 

 

Follow Us on Social Media! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

  

Counselors & 

Interns 

Needed 

 

Summer will be 

here before we 

know it and WE 

NEED YOUR 

HELP! We need 

  

Donate A Car 

 

 

If you have an 

unwanted car, boat 

or motorcycle, 

consider donating 

it to Good News 

Ministries for a tax 

  

Kroger Rewards 

 

 

Good News Ministries is registered in 

the Kroger Community Rewards 

Program! By following these 4 simple 

steps, you can register your Kroger 

Plus Card and not only save money 

on your groceries but also raise 
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college-aged 

young adults to 

serve as 

counselors and 

interns! Summer is 

the busiest time of 

year for our Youth 

Ministries. Kids are 

out of school with 

nothing to do, and 

we want to be the 

place they go so 

they will hear the 

Gospel, be 

challenged to 

know and follow 

Christ, and enjoy 

safe recreation. 

   

 

deduction. 

We accept all 

types of vehicles, 

running or not, and 

will even pick up 

your donation! We 

are able to repair 

and sell vehicles to 

support our 

ministry, and also 

make them 

available to men in 

our program who 

are ready to take 

steps toward self-

sufficiency! 
 
   

 

money to help provide vital services 

for the needy in Indianapolis! 

 

MUST BE RENEWED YEARLY; 

don't forget to renew this January! 

Steps to Register Your  

Kroger Plus Card: 

1.Go 

to              www.krogercommunityrew

ards.com. 

2. Click "Sign In" or "Create an 

Account". If you have not made an 

account before, fill in the required 

information and follow the directions 

on the screen. 

3. Once signed in, click "Edit Kroger 

Community Rewards" and enter your 

Kroger Plus Card number. 

4. Enter NPO# UW725 or Good 

News Ministries, and click "Enroll". 

As verification of your enrollment, 

you will see Good News Ministries on 

the right side of your information 

page. 
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