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AT A GLANCE 

  April 2023 
Dear Friends,                                                                                             
     The temperatures are warming and so are our hearts for all that God has been doing. 

 

Church 

     The very first thing we need to mention is the salvation of Seth.  In our last letter we asked 

you to pray for two young men that have come out of polygamy.  Russell had accepted Christ 

in January and his brother Seth started to attend.  We are thankful to report that a few weeks 

ago Seth also asked the Lord to save him.  In addition to that, Russell began to ask about 

Baptism and the short story is that both Russell and Seth, along with two other youth were 

baptized during our Easter service.  Thank you so much for your prayers and, ultimately, we 

simply give God the glory.   We are now in the process of bringing these young men through a 

discipleship course.  It is such a delight to see their hunger for the Word of God. 

     As for our other events, our Easter services were well attended. We had a couple of visitors 

who now have returned and seem to be enjoying our services.  We will see how things develop 

with them.  Our ladies’ luncheon (to which several sister churches came) was held in March 

with the theme of “Tears in a Bottle.”  Diane was the speaker, and we believe many hearts 

were touched.   It seems that this world is bringing more and more trials into individual lives 

and the theme was extremely timely. 

     We are now gearing up for our summer ministries.  This year our them for VBS is “A 

Jungle Adventure.”  It goes through various accounts in the Bible involving animals.  As for 

our teen war, sadly we have decided not to hold it this year.  With the present schedule of our 

older teens, we have opted to do some special day trips with the hope that they may be able to 

invite one or two special friends.   We do hope to go back to having the Teen War next year.    

     As in every church, life is not just about the blessings.  Our folks have also gone through a 

number of trials.  This spring we have had a good amount of sickness, as well as some 

surgeries.  Diane and Mark have both had their turn with the head cold going around.  One of 

the biggest trials that have affected our church concerns one of our teens (19) who decided to 

leave home.  It is not so much that this person left home as much as the manner in which it was 

done.  This individual simply cut ties with their family as well as the church family.  It was 

done suddenly and without opportunity for conversation.  We are purposely not going into 

more detail, but please pray for this individual as well as the family.  The parents of course are 

heartbroken, and our only present recourse is to pray that God will get hold of the heart of this 

individual. 

     Please pray for the next issue of the Beacon.  Two of the themes for this issue are God’s 

commands to “Fear Not,” and the fact that God is the Savior and that Savior is Christ.  Our 

prayer is that both themes will point people to the love and truth of salvation.   

 

Community 

     For the most part, the layoffs at the local pig farm have now taken place.  We are thankful 

that only one family in our church was affected, and that family, in turn, has found an 

acceptable job.  Our community continues to struggle, but our church has not been directly 

affected.  We are looking for God to work in hearts during this trial.  The next trial for our 

community is the expected flooding in the next number of weeks.  For the last few years, we have been in an extreme drought.  

However, this year we have broken records with our snowfall.  It is the most ever recorded and we are over 200% of our normal 

amount.  Like most western towns, our water system is based on snowmelt from the mountains, rather than rainfall in the 

warmer months.  20 years ago we moved here, and our first spring we helped fill sandbags for those along the river.   Some 

homes were flooded, and the water came up to the very bottom of the bridges.  This year, the snow fall is much higher, and it is 

likely that the water will be flowing over the bridges.  Our church has spent time filling sandbags simply trying to be a blessing 

to the community.  Please pray for us as we try to make our own bridges into people’s lives.  
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Family 

     Diane was happy to be able to go to SC for the arrival of our newest granddaughter, Brielle.  She was delivered safely by c-

section.  She and Sarah are doing well.  Nana was proud to see her baby boy jump in right away to help with all the duties of 

new parents, including dirty diaper changes!  😉 Our next family event that we are looking forward to is our annual get together 

at our daughter’s house in Virginia. It’s always fun to see our kids and grandkids, see how much the grandkids have grown, and 

see the cousins interacting.  We’ve realized that the older the grandkids get, hanging out with Papa & Nana isn’t nearly as much 

fun as hanging out with cousins, and we’re okay with that!  It’s hard to believe our oldest granddaughter will be 11 in just a few 

days! God is so good to us! 

      

 

                                             Thanks so much for your faithful prayers, 

 

                                                                               Mark & Diane Dupont     

 


