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As this year comes to a close, we have much to be thankful for. As you know,
the past four years of political upheaval and the pandemic have placed a great
deal of pressure upon Hong Kong churches. Many Christians, including leaders,
have left Hong Kong. Areas of ministry have been more or less “frozen in
place”during that time. There is a lot of work to do as we emerge from the
prolonged disruption of what had been normal worship and fellowship.

The church has been largely freed from the strict pandemic restrictions of the
past three years. Practically speaking, the gates have been thrown open
regarding previous requirements and attendant social tracing. By the end of
January, we may also be allowed to go out maskless for the first time since
January 2020. We look forward to 2023 with deeper gratitude and a greater
sense of dependence upon the Lord. The next several years will be a crucial
time of ministry in the churches. We continue to seek His wisdom and grace as
the Lord sanctifies His people and the churches in Hong Kong.

Mother and Daughter come to the Lord
In November, we witnessed the remarkable grace of God as He brought both
the mother and younger sister of a church member to a clear confession of faith
in Christ. Both mother and daughter (the younger sister) were living out their last
days in the hospital together. Marcia and another church member led the
daughter to the Lord in the hospital. The next day, hospital staff made
arrangements the mother’s bed to be placed in the same ward beside her
daughter’s bed. When the daughter saw her mother, the daughter exhorted her
mother to come to Christ, too. The mother did.

During follow-up, both mother and daughter made clear that they understood
what they had prayed for. The church member (the elder sister in the family) was
amazed by the clarity of their testimonies. She shared with her mother that,
soon, she would be left alone. The mother replied: “You must stay behind and
serve God.” The biblical Chinese expression that the mother used surprised her.
She had not heard her mother speak this way before.

That same week, the Lord brought both mother and daughter home to be with
Him. The church was blessed to lead the funeral for both mother and daughter.
We all rejoiced in the Lord’s remarkable grace.

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

( 2 Corinthians 4:6 )
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Crucial Years of Ministry (continued)

Family Time
I (Dave) am writing this at the kitchen table in the home of our daughter, Claire, and her husband Tim
Petersen. Marcia and I have been staying with them during the Christmas holiday in America. It has
been a blessing to be with all of our family, including our two lovely granddaughters, Caerwyn and
Colette. We have been blessed so much during our time with Tim and Claire and Andrew and
Stephanie (with Caerwyn) and Michael and Kate (with Colette) and Sarah. The Lord has been good.

In 2023, we will enter our 29th year of our ministry in Hong Kong. Truly, the Lord has been good.
Please pray with us during these crucial years of ministry in Hong Kong.

Two Blessed Baptisms
In December, two men were baptized. An elder man and a
younger middle aged man both came to the Lord before
the pandemic. Only now have we been able to baptize
them. We had free use of the community center's public
area (where the church is located).

The elder man testified that he had, for years, refused to
submit to the Gospel of foreigners, but that the Lord made
his heart more tender. Now both he and his faithful
Christian wife rejoice in the Lord’s goodness.

The middle-aged man also shared that he had wasted
years of his life in his pride. After his baptism, a young
couple who have known him for several years, remarked
that his life had truly changed: “It is obvious” were their words. This man, too, now rejoices in the
Lord’s goodness with his faithful Christian wife.

Prayer Requests
1. Wisdom for the church as we seek to build community outreach
during this time of re-opening

2. Church assistant as he co-ministers in the church and directs the
elderly center ministry

3. The church assistant and his family - continued strength and wisdom
4. Dave's and Marcia's ministry to the church and the elderly center

staff
5. Continued confidence of Christians to share the gospel message
6. Spiritual growth of new believers in Christ
7. Parents as they adjust to new ways in the school systemDave and Marcia


